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At the L O DGE in Newport, e 


2400 7 57. 
750 T E D, 
HAT the Worſhipful Benjamin Maſon, Trea- 
ſurer, our Brothers Samuel Brenton, Thoma: 
Vernon and Edward Cole, be a Committee to wait 
on our Brother the Rey'd Mr. Thomas Pollen, and 
return him the Thanks of this Socikrx for his 


SERMON preached this Day before them , and requeſt 
of him a Copy for the Preſs, 


Atteſt; | 


MN, Nathonie N unford, Secretary. 
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To the Right Worſhipful 
ROBERT EN 


MASTER; 
ALEXANDER o 
* „ AND 4 | 
7% 1E 


And the Brothers — the Ri _ Wor- 
dpf LODGE '4 
or 
Free and Accepted M AS 0 a 8 
at Meuport : 


This SERMON, 


1 Preach'd and Publiſh d at mn 


DEDICATED, 
By their moſt affectionate Brother, 
* humble Servant, 


Domas Pollen . | 
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Af a GRAND LODGE, Held af the Ex- 


change Tavern, in BOSTON, en Faroay 
the 13th 1 4 7 Joxvapr, 2758 


Sos "9s 


Unanimouſly Voted, . dh ba 


3 the SER en of four 1 Brother, 


THromas "$f EN, Preached before the Right 


Worſhipful LODGE of Fare AND Seren 


MASONS, at Neupert id Rhode-Jland, o on ' th 
24th +46 of * laſh be Printed, E 
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x Jonx IV. 7. 


Beloved, let us love one another. 


HLS was the exhortation of that dig 
ciple ubm Jeſus loved; and who hav- 
$- ing imbibed the ſpirit of love which 

his bleſſed maſter had ſo largely pour- 
ed out to him, did afterwards. himfelf 
breath forth almoſt nothing elſe in this and his other 
Epiſtles. Poubtleſs he thereby intended; that it might 
ſpread itſelf throughout. the world. And God who 
then guided, the Pen. of this moſt benevolent: "Writer, had 


| intended the ſame from the very beginning: For tho?, 


en inn files. „n. eee been 
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comniandment, that we lobe one another, yet if takeg 
literally, it is as old as the world itſelf. It was firſt 


given to the whole people of God, at leaſt by the voice 
of nature, and afterwards to his peculiar people the ers, 
by the voice both of nature and revelation : But they 
had confin'd their obedience to it within too narrow 
bounds in many reſpects, and particularly in reſpect to 
its object. Our Lord therefore who came to renew the 
divine commandments which had, as it were, grown ob- 
ſolete through their abuſe of them, renew d this of 
loving one another, and carried it's object, as God had 
firſt intended it, to all mankind. This he did by com- 
manding us to look upon every man breathing as our 
neighbour, and to love him as ourſelves: : Wherefore 
this loving of one another may be properly call d uni- 
verſal love; which I ſhall now eee to your mes 
ditation and practice. HOT 
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W may obſerve , that che commandment pan 
given to man juſt after his creation was, q be fruitful 
and multiply ; and that the commandment expreſly 
given to man juſt before his redemption was, $ love one 
another. "Theſe two > commandments plainly. intimate? 


7 


* Luk. x. 27, &. f Gen. i. 28. : ; Joko x, 34» 
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| that man was neither created. nor redeem'd only for 

himſelf ; For if it had been ſo, it might probably have 4 
been faid to him; juſt after his creation, multiply not, © 
E enjey ade this world, ard all that i is therein; or 
another. Indeed to love ourſelves has been at no 438 
(chat I can remember ) expreſly' commanded us; be- 
cauſe the divine lawgiver knows full well, chat we ſhall 
hardly be deficient in that part of our duty. When 

therefore he commands us to & love our neighbour as 

ourſelyes, he propoſes our love of ourſelves as a rule 
whereby to meaſure our love of our neighbour. * For 
+ no man, as St. Paul ſays, ever yet hated his own' 
freſh, but nouriſheth it and cheriſheth it. Nay he hag 
made our love of our brother, the teſt of our love of 
himſelf. For St. John through his direction thus rea- 
ſons, If He that loveth not his brother whom he hath 
ſeen, haw can he love God whom he bath not ſeen ®' 
And then he proceeds to tell us, that, T his command- 

ment have ive from him, $ "That ht: who loveth Gad, 

love his brother alſo. Hence we may conelude, that 
we 88 ourſelves are taught of God to love one ans 
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And what he has taught, he has alſo enforc'd by his 
own example. It was through the principle of univer- 
ſal love that God made the world, and that his * /pj- 
rit moving upon the face "of the waters; gave it not 
only motion, but order, beauty, light, and life. As 
God was perſectly happy i in himſelf, he needed not to 
make a world that it might render him more ſo. It 
was therefore pure difintereſted love that prompred him 
to bring forth this great ſomething out of nothing. 


e 


It is through the principle of univerſal love that 
God preſerves the world. Inſomuch that was this 
divine principle to withdraw its influence but for a 
moment, the world would drop into the womb of no- 
thing out af which it was brought forth. + God it 
laue, and every particle of 0 a ray of his divinity. 


ee nde e e love that 
God redeem'd the world. It might have been reaſon- 
ably enpeched that if, after be had through love firſt 
made and then preſery'd the world, man for whoſe 
Gen. i. 2. 43 Johgiv, 16. '$ Ads ani, 2. 
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ſake chiefly he had made and prefery'd i it, had provd 
unthankful for thoſe his benefits, his love would have 
fled from it, and left it to be deſtroy d by his hate · 
But his love ſtill remain'd, and found a way to redeem 
man from eternal, and for his ſake the world to a. 
day, dm mow deſtruQion. 


. nus we find that God has enforc'd this leſſon he 
has taught of acting through the principle of univerſal 
love by his own example. And the great uſe of men's 
acting through thus 2 will * wo Sire 
confider, oo 7 


Ir was through the en of univerſal love, as 
well as of neceſſity, that men form'd. themſelves into 
ſociety. And that true ſociableneſs which may be dif; | 
cover'd among generous and honeſt men is a part of 
this principle. - Univerſal love was/arfirſt implanted in 
human nature, on purpoſe to dum by its magnetic vir- 
tue all men to one centre, the common good; It muſt 
be confeſi d, chat the principle of ſelf-love- has often in- 
ter pos dʒand drawn thema quite contrary way. So that 


from ſocial creatures born for each other's ſupport aan 


comfort, ſome men are become as beaſts of prey, biting 


E * 7 
and devouring one another. But ſtill it is to be hop'd,: 
+5 the former "Re * 2 RO 1s N ad 192 80 
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And as it was through the prineiple of univerſal 
loye that men form'd themſelves into ſociety, ſo it. is 
this principle alone which, (under God's Providence) 


ean keep any ſociety whatever from being diſſoly'd. 
Even chriſtianity itſelf, that moſt perfect ſoeiety of all, 
that building of God ſo jfitly framed together, is up- 
held by the cement of univerſal love. For otherwiſe, 


crack'd and divided, as it is into fo many. Parts, which 
bear ſo little connection with one another, it would 
ſoon fall aſunder, and be, as was the firſt matter, with- 
out form and void.” We may then look upon ſociety | 
| to be one grand machine, conſiſting of many reſources 
both great and ſmall, which by a kind of reciprocal 
force, move and ſuſtain each other, but of which the 
maſter-one is univerſal love. While this continues 
ſtrong and active, thoſe continue ſo too. But as ſoon 
as this begins-to fail, thoſe begin to fail likewiſe ; till 
atHft the whole becomes weak, alta al” cle 
0 ee e 30% e eee $9208 e, 
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We ſes then how great a bleſſing univerſat love muſt 


be to any ſociety whatever. But moſt eſpecially where 5 
a monſtrous diverſi ity of religious tenets, à mad conten- 


tion about little honours, a furious claſhing in worldly 
Intereſts, and an unchriſtian enmity between rival fami- 
lies; are rending the very bowels of a ſociety in 


pieces, what greater bleſſing can deſcend from heaven 


upon i, than univerſal love with healing i in its wings * ? 


If wepaſs from ſociety to particular men, we ſhall 


diſcover univerſal love eren there to be as neceſſary as 
any where. . Love when i it is diſpens'd 'in due propor- 
tions, adminiſters health and. ſafety to others, as well 
48 to ourſelves. But when the whole ſpirit of it re- 


mains contraſted within us, it is like the poiſon of Apis. 


For howeyer.; it may enliven and defend ourſelyes, i 
carries with 3 it a hurtful quality to others. 


Nay in regu to ourſelves alſo, bel love white 
it darts forth its heavenly rays both far and near, not 


only ſhines the-- brigtiter and the ſtronger for it, but 
from the returns that are made it, receives back again 
into its orb a freſh ſupply of light and heat: Whereas 
ſelf- love burns inward, like a ſullen fire; neither heats, 

nor is heated, neither ſhines, nor is uind upon. Uni- 


verſal 
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verſal love feels a pleaſure, which ſelf- love has not 


the leaſt conception of. Self- love is always mix'd wich 
a dogged humour, which makes us feel no pleaſure in 
others, and no true one in oyerſelyes. But univerfal 
love keeps us always pleas'd both with ourſelves and 
others. Hence it delights to ſpread its wings abroad 
in the world, and like Noah's dove, as ſoon as it meets 
with a reception there, diſdains any longer to hover a- 
bout the confines of a wooden manſion. 
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And now, I en I need not enpreſly declare, 


-that the occaſion of my recommending univerſal love at 


preſent, in terms ſo high (though not ſo high perhaps | 
as it deſerves) is this days aſſembling together of a ſo- 


.ciery, the badge of whoſe profeſſion i is to promote it in 
the world. And that this ſociety has a direct tendency 


towards doing fo, ye may be wn if — ify 2 
14 e A ſome pier eee i 8 
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Some other betete rw Sende! a meely upon fax 


ther, conſults the intereſt eee nts 25 it coin- 
eides with his o.]. But this ſociety is founded upon 
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beſt 
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beſt ſociety that ever was, and ever will be eien Sr 

viz, the chriſtian, For the very fame inſeription is re- 

quired to be written in the heart of each member . 6f- 

the former, as of the latter, aol not every man on 
E 8 his own things, but mw man mots on the VIE) of 
A E others. © F 


Some other ſocieties receive among them, men of 
one nation only ; which is apt to create a monopolizing 
ſpirit, ſo prejudicial to the good of mankind in general, 
and even of that one nation in particular. Bur this ſo- 
ciety opens wide its arths to every nation under heaven, 
and offers to take in both Zews and Greeks, both 
Cretes and Arabian; following the ſteps of their 
maſter Chriſt, whoſe deſign was in chat bleſſed ſoeiety 
himſelf inſtitated, to make all the kindreds 8 the earth 
bonne one iſa 


Seni other — Ae wi whit Ebwn inn e 

1 ous, oftentimes diſturb and divide the country under 1 
whoſe protection they ſabſift, by framing a conſticution® 1 

which interferes with that of the country itſelf; or by ; | 

ng up ſome new. Bury! therein. But ho Ry; | 

185 * Phil, . 4 
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has fram'd a conſtitution ſo happily calculated, as ex- 
actly to ſquare with the beſt conſtitutions of all the 


countries in the univerſe; and religiouſly obſerves to 


be of no party at all, Wherefore it is ſo far from diſ· 
| turbing and dividing the country under whoſe pro- 

tection it ſubſiſts, that it contributes not « little to in- 
fuſe throughout it a ſpirit of peace and unity. For a 
proof of this I need only refer you to thoſe many coun- 


tries ſo various in their policy, wherein it has of late 


years been not only ſuffer'd, but eyen encourag'd, to 
begin and. to continue. „ e NOI S009 en o 
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Notwithſtanding the truth of what J have advanc'd, 


many of them who are not initiated into the-myſteries of 
this ſociety; if hey do not peremptorily judge, yet too 
1 haſtily imagine it to be trifling at beſt. But however 
trifling they may imagine it to be, who imagine every 
ching to be ſo wherein their worldly intereſt is not im- 

mediately concern'd, yet ſurely men's + aſſembling f 
themſelves together to provoke one antther unto le N 
| and to good works, is not ſo trifling. uy Shoe 7 
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"Beſides, 'to Nee the narrowneſs of men' J wer., 
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ro 5 lev the uneveneſs of their * is a wen uſe- 
+ Heb. x. 24, 25. 
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Mt ali 4d hard to accom pit. Yer 1 may 


Afely appeal fo any ne ne who his been long a member 
of thik ſoclety, ie 11 not perceiv d chat undertak. 


ning 0 go. on more Profperoully in this, than in any other 
private ſSciety f he knows of ; if the ſeveral members, of 


it, however different in principle, temper or carriage, 
have t not often times parted wiſer men, truer friends, 
aud beter citizens, than they were before they 


me. 


e 1 kh Gia A. T hope, be ſufficient to draw 
the eſteem of ſome to this ſociety, and remove the pre- 


 JudicE of others. far off from it. And as to you, my 


brethren; the worthy members thereof, be not diſ- 
eduragꝰ'd at the finallneſs of your number, and the 
omnes of your progreſs. For, naturally ſpeaking, 
the ſpirit of vitiverſal love (which 3 is, or ought io be 
tlie” chief motive of men 8 deſire to come among you) 
cannot ſo eaſily. find an entrance into thoſe” breaſts, 
where the ſpirit of ſelf-· love has foy's in before it, and 
taken poſſelſion;” But 'who EO s tow ſoon the grace 


ok God may chaff a this evil ſpirit, and y. your joy may 


# fail? In the mean time, be not weary in well doing 
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Love the brotherhood, i. e. all mankind—Firſt let 


| this love be without. diſſi mulation, and then let i it com 
tinue—Quench not the ſpirit 0 of i it, deſpiſe not its ſug- 


geltions. Comfort yourſelves together, and edi 405. one 


another, even as alſo ye do—IW arn them that are un- 


ruly, ſupport the weak, relieve the diſtreſt—See that 
none render evil for evil unto any man, but ever fol 
low that which 7 ts gad, beth among ourſelves and to 
and bervare of covetouſneſs, which is en of 
sccaſion from them which deſi Ire occaſion to ſpeak a- 
gainſt you, and let your converſation be fuch, that 
whereas they ſpeak againſt holt as evil doers, they may 
by your good works- which they ſhall behold, glorify 
Cad i in the day of 2 tation—F. nally, brethren, what+ 


fever things are true, zvhatfoever. things are honeſt, 


whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, 
whatſoever things are 4 whatſoever things are 
of gerd report, if there be any virtue, and uf: there be. 
any f whe iſe, think en n theſe He: da vin cl 409039 
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maker of u us s all ; 0 God the ;Son.x who is our 8 chief. 
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L 19 1 
cornereſtone; and to God the Holy Ghoſt * through 
whom we are builded together be aſcribed as is moſt © 
due, all power and glory both now and for erer. 
0 Eph. ll, 23 Z ; 
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